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HON. HARRY HIBBARD. 



Haury Hibbard was born in Concord, Essex County, 
Vermont, June 1, 1816. His grandfather, David Hibbard, 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. His father, David 
Hibbard, was a well known Whig politician and lawyer in 
Vermont for many years prior to 1846, when he was sudden- 
ly struck down by a disease from which he never recovered. 
His mother was a lady of strong mind and much intelligence 
and was possessed of sterling qualities of head and heart, 
and it was to her counsels and encouragement that he owed 
much of his success in life. He had one brother, David Hib- 
bard, still living in Concord, Vt., a gentleman of high re- 
spectability, who has been a member of both branches of the 
Vermont legislature, and has held other public offices in that 
State. He had one sister, the much esteemed wife of Wm. 
Hey wood, Esq., a leading lawyer in Lancaster, N. H. He 
was a cousin of the Hon. EUery A. Hibbard, of Laconia, 
who at an early age became a leading member of the legal 
profession ; served one term in Congress with honor to the 
State and credit to himself, and has been promoted recently, 
to a seat upon the Bench of the Supreme Court of New 
Hampshire. 

He entered Dartmouth Colleo^e in 1831 and was o-raduated 
in 1835, at the age of nineteen. Before he became absorbed 
in business, he manifested a fine literary taste, and among 
other things, wrote some verses relating to *' Franco nia 
Notch," which attracted much attention. He pursued the 
study of the law at Lancaster, and was the principal of the 
Academy at that place. 



He commenced the practice of law at Bath in 1839, and 
was chosen assistant clerk of the New Hampshire House of 
Representatives the same year. In 1840, 1841 and 1842, 
he was clerk of the same body. In 1843, 1844 and 1845, 
he represented Bath in the House, and during the last two 
years was Speaker. In 1846, 1847 and 1848, he was a 
member of the State Senate, and during the last two years 
President of that body. He was a skillful parliamentarian, 
and a dignified and popular presiding officer. 

In 1848, he was married to Mrs. Sarah K. Bellows, a 
daughter of the late Hon. Sal ma Hale, of Keene, a most 
excellent and accomplished lady. During the same year, he 
was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention, which 
nominated Gen. Cass for the Presidency. 

In 1849, he was elected a representative to Congress, and 
again in 1851 and 1853. He occupied an honorable posi- 
tion in the House as a debater, working member, temporary 
presiding officer, and a high-toned and courteous gentleman. 
His numerous friends desired to rive him a seat in the 
United States Senate, and he was nominated for that position 
by the Democratic members of the Legislature in 1846, 
when he was but thirty years of age. In 1854, he was again 
nominated for the same office, but the state of parties in the 
House was such as to defeat an election and the political rev- 
olution of the next year prevented his being advanced to the 
higher branch of the National Legislature. Mr. Hibbard had 
constantly held public office for a period of sixteen years, but 
his political aspirations were now ended, and upon the expir- 
ation of his term in the National House of Representatives, 
March 4, 1855, he refused to accept any position under his 
trusted friend. President Pierce, and retired from public life, to 
resume, although somewhat broken down in health, the equal- 
ly arduous and honorable labors of his chosen profession, in 
which he had, previous to his Congressional service, advanc- 
ed to the front rank, and acquired a large and lucrative prac- 
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tice. Mr. Hibbard was always a Democrat and never lost his 
interest in the political issues of the day, but took no active 
part in politics after he left the Halls of Congress. 

After a somewhat severe and lingering illness, he died on 
the 28th day of July, 1872. He had several children, all of 
whom died when quite young, some in infancy. His wife, 
who was ever a help meet, and beloved companion, survives 
to mourn his untimelv loss. 



SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT. 

pRAPTON pouNTY, September yERM, 1872. 



The Hon. Harry Hibbard, late a member of the Bar of 
said county, having died since the last March term of said 
court, a meeting of the Bar was held at the Court House in 
Haverhill, on the 24th day of September, at which meeting 
the following resolutions were adopted, and by direction of 
the Bar, presented to the court by N. B. Felton, of Haver- 
hill, who on presenting them, addressed the court as follows : 
May it please your Honor : 

The members of this Bar have held a meeting and adopted 
resolutions expressive of their respect for the character of the 
late Hon. Harry Hibbard, and have directed me to present 
their resolutions to the court, which I shall do, remarking 
that the resolutions accord not only with my own sentiments, 
but as I believe with those of every member of the Bar who 
was sufHciently acquainted with Mr. Hibbard to appreciate 
his character. Two years ago, as your Honor is aware, a 
place upon the bench of this court was tendered him. I then 
had conversation with him upon the subject, and in that con- 
versation he told me that he could not accept the appoint- 
ment, and assigned as a reason the state of his health. We 
all knew that his health had long been infirm, but little did I, 
or I think, any of us, then dream that his earthly labors were 
drawing so near their close. Mr. Hibbard possessed an ac- 
tive mind. He was a man of labor and of thought. His du- 
ties were numerous and arduous. He was conscientious and 
felt the weight of his responsibilities and aimed to perform 
his duties well, and in doing so overtasked himself and with- 



out doubt fell a victim to his own exertions. His death has 
left a space vacant in our midst which will be painfully per- 
ceptible to us all, whenever a thought of him shall recur, as 
it often will, to our minds, knowing as we do, that we shall 
no more see his face or meet his friendly and cordial greet- 
ings, nor have the benefit of his instinctive conversation and 
valuable counsel. Let us hope that in addition to the reso- 
lutions now to be presented to the court, we shall all adopt 
the silent, but effective resolution to pattern after, and profit 
by his honorable and excellent example. With your Honor's 
permission I will now read and present the resolutions of the 
Bar: 

Resolved, That in the death of their lamented brother, the 
Hon. Harry Hibbard, the members of the Grafton County Bar 
feel that not only they, but the county and the State, have 
sustained a great loss ; that his ability and integrity in the 
practice of his profession, and in the discharge of all his pub- 
lic duties entitled him to universal respect and confidence, 
and his affability, courtesy and kindness, to the affection of 
all his associates. 

Resolved, That though smitten down in the prime of life, 
and at the very moment, when with a just appreciation of 
liis character, the State was calling for his services upon the 
bench, the opportunity was denied him of making himself use- 
ful in a new sphere of public action, in which it is not to be 
doubted he would have acquitted himself with honor, yet he 
needed no new element or illustration of character to endear 
him to his associates, or to demonstrate the loss of the public 
in his death. 

Resolved, That feeling deeply their own loss, the more 
heartily do the members of the Bar sympathize with the sur- 
viving consort and family relatives of their deceased brother, 
in their more severe affliction. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be presented to the court 
with a request that they be entered upon its records, and that 
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the Secretary of the Bar transmit a copy of them to the 
widow of the deceased. 

Isaac Patterson, Esq., of Bath, arose and addressed the 
court as follows : 
May it please your Honor : 

Our first acquaintance commenced in 1839 when Mr. Hib- 
bard came to Bath and opened a law office. Our offices were 
situated very near to each other. He gave early promise of 
future eminence. He was elected Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, and not long after was elected a Repre- 
sentative from the town of Bath to the State Legislature three 
years in succession, two of said years he was chosen Speaker 
of the House. As a presiding officer he had few equals. 
Before he attained the age of thirty years, he was elected a 
CJmemhj^r of the State Senate, but was of the full age required by 
the Constitution when he took his seat. For three successive 
terms he was elected member of Congress, during all of which, 
for a period of six years, he served on the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the most important Committee of the 
House. He frequently occupied the Speaker's chair, espe- 
cially during the discussion of the Kansas and Nebraska bills. 
Franklin Pierce was then President of the United States, 
and as Mr. Hibbard had supported his administration, and 
was an ardent friend and admirer of the President, there was 
much speculation to know what office the President would 
confer upon him ; Mr. Hibbard said that he wanted no office 
in the gift of the President. He was decidedly opposed to a 
foreign mission, as he did not wish to leave the country, nor 
would he take any office at home. He had now made up his 
mind to retire from public life and to devote the remainder 
of his time to the practice of his profession. 

In 1848 he married an accomplished lady, daughter of 
Hon. Salma Hale, of Keene, N. H. I need not dwell upon 
his career as a lawyer at this bar, so fresh in the recollection 
of us all. He won his first laurels in the celebrated case, 



9 

State V. Cummings, wherein he appeared for the prosecution. 
Cummings was defended by older and more experienced coun- 
sel. The trial occupied about three weeks.* Mr. Hibbard's 
argument to the jury was a model of forensic eloquence. He 
obtained a verdict, then regarded as a signal victory. His 
language flowed as a river, aud as was said of another dis-^ 
tinguished advocate " he led the listening judge and fasci- 
nated juror step by step through a delightsome field until his 
argument rose to demonstration, and eloquence was rendered 
useless by conviction." Although suffering much from ill 
health, yet uncomplaining, the causes of his clients never 
suffered from want of attention and preparation. The client 
who entrusted a cause to his management might rest assured 
that all would be done that could be done reasonably in his 
behalf. He excelled as a jurist, but was more eminent as an 
advocate, which may be regarded as his peculiar forte, and in 
that capacity he stood in the front rank of his profession. 

W. H. Duncan, of Hanover, said he would not let this 
occasion pass without expressing his most sincere regret for 
the loss of Mr. Hibbard — and his most profound respect for 
his memory — and proceeded to speak substantially as follows : 

He did not know that he could add anything to the resolu- 
tions which had been so happily drawn up by the Chairman 
of the Committee ; certainly he could not improve upon 
them. He said that he had borne to Mr. Hibbard the double 
relation of friend and client. As a friend he had found him, 
as all who possessed his friendship ever found him — he would 
not say truthful — for the common honor of gentlemen obliges 
one, at all times to speak the truth — and of the members of 
the Bar we may say what the French say " JV^oblesse oblige ^^^ 
but he was ever sincere, cordial, generous and high-toned. 
He said, in all his relations as a client of Mr. Hibbard he 
had found him careful, sagacious, judicious, and he need not 
say here in the presence of tliis Bar, who have known him so 
lomr and so well, a safe and able counsellor. 
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Mr. Hibbard came early to the Bar, and soon gained a 
very considerable practice. He was patient and laborious, 
thorough in the investigation, not only of the law, but the 
facts of his cases — thoroughly sympathizing with his client, 
and making his case his own. These traits, combined with 
Jiis ability and integrity, gave him soon after his admission 
to the Bar, a large and increasing business — exceptionally 
large for one so young in years, and in the profession. Mr. 
Hibbard commenced the practice of his profession at Bath, 
at a time when the firm of Goodall & Woods were doins: a 
larger business than had ever been, or has since been done 
by any firm, or member of the profession in the county. It 
would be idle to say that Mr. Hibbard at that time was as 
learned or as able a lawyer as the member of the firm, who 
afterwards became one of the ablest judges that has ever 
illustrated the Bench of our State — Andrew Salter Woods. 
The ^^ lucubrationes vighiti annorura^^ are as necessary 
now in order to make a learned or an able lawyer, as they 
were in the days of Lord Coke. Notwithstanding the dis- 
parity of years and professional standing, the yoling lawyer 
did not hesitate to encounter in the forensic arena this re- 
markable firm, and if not always successful, he never was 
driven from the field, or left it without honor. 

Very early in his professional life, Mr. Hibbard was brought 
into prominent notice by acting as counsel for the State in 
the prosecution of Cummings, who was indicted for the mur- 
der of his wife. Mr. Hibbard conducted the preliminary ex- 
amination before the magistrate, laid the case before the grand 
jury, and took the part of the Attorney-General at the trial 
which he conducted with great ability. Mr. Quincy and 
Judffe Wilcox both of whom then beino^ at the acme of their 
intellectual strength appearing for the respondent. It was a 
hard fought battle on both sides, and after one of the most 
eloquent arguments by Mr. Quincy ever heard at our Bar the 
jury brought in a verdict of guilty. I well recollect the ap- 
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pearance of Mr. Hibbard when the foreman of the jury stood 
up and announced the verdict of guilty, he was as pallid as 
if his own doom had been pronounced, and I have often won- 
dered since what his feelings were at that moment, whether 
he was not laboring under struggling emotions, proud of his 
legal and intellectual victory, yet his victory dashed with the 
thought of a fearful responsibility, an oppressive conscious- 
ness that he had been instrumental in consifjninjr a fellow- 
beinor to an io^nominious death and to a felon's jrrave. Mr. 
Hibbard at this time was only twenty-eight years of age. From 
this time forth so long as he remained at the bar he moved 
in the front rank of the profession. In after life he must 
have been a wiser and a safer counsellor ; his legal learning 
must have become enlarged and ripened, and he must have 
had a larger acquaintance with affairs, yet I very much ques- 
tion, whether as an advocate, he ever stood higher in the pub- 
lic estimation than he did at the close of the trial of Cum- 
mings. Mr. Hibbard possessed that faculty or power of the 
human mind, which does more than learning or intellect, tal- 
ent, or genius even — more than place or power towards build- 
ing up, or giving character to any one, whatever may be his 
calling. He possessed great energy of will, and acting under 
its influence he worked and worked hard, when most men 
would have thought themselves unable to do anything. His 
health for years before his death was poor, at all times preca- 
rious, yet when able to move, he never shrank from his profes- 
sional labors, and through pain and through sickness, which 
would have prostrated most men, he worked on and worked 
cheerfully while his strength lasted. He once told a friend 
that for years he was not aware that a single half hour had 
passed without his suffering pain, and sometimes intense pain, 
and when remonstrated with for working as he did, his reply 
was that he worked to divert his mind from his sufFerinffs. 
In his practice as a lawyer, Mr. Hibbard was a model, 
ever faithful and watchful for the rights of his client, yet al- 
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ways courteous and obliging to the opposite side. He was 
above any trick or subterfuge, and a pattern to be imitated 
by the younger members of the profession. 

There were other sides to Mr. Ilibbard's cliaracter that 
gave him distinction. As a public man he represented the 
State in Congress, with credit to himself and honor to his 
constituents, and as a literary man, he was distinguished for 
his fine taste and extensive reading, and at one time wrote 
vigorous poetry. But this is not the time nor the occasion 
to speak of these phases of his character. In social life, Mr. 
Hibbard combined cheerfulness and geniality with dignity 
and decorum. He possessed also, a soft and lambent wit like 
the lightning from a summer evening cloud, which coruscated 
and pleased, but never wounded. One rarely meets with a 
more delightful companion. Mr. Hibbard's professional life 
was a success, honorable to himself and a source of pride to 
his friends. Its. crowning honor was the appointment to a 
seat on the Bench of the Supreme Court of the State, tender- 
ed to him by the Governor and Council with whom he had 
never had any political aflSliations, and the best test of the 
estimate in which he was held by men of all parties was the 
general expression of sorrow and regret that his health would 
not permit him to accept the appointment. 

C. W. Rand, of Littleton, said : 

May it please the Court : I recollect very well that 
only two years ago last January, when we were called together 
on a similar occasion to the present, to pay our last tribute 
of respect to the memory of Brother Wm. P. Weeks, Broth- 
er Hibbard urged me to say a few words, and the reasons up- 
on which he based, his request apply in a still stronger degree 
to the case of Brother Hibbard himself. This, with my very 
strong personal regard for him, renders it impossible for me 
to be silent now. It has been truly said that in the death of 
Mr. Hibbard the Bar has met with a great loss : for during 
the last fifteen or twentv vears, he has been a wonderful ex- 
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ample to us all, of quiet pluck and perseverance under the 
most trying circumstances. We very well know that, during 
these long years he has suffered almost constantly from ill 
health, and yet we have seen him here in this court house, 
and elsewhere, engaged in the trial of the most diiScult, per- 
plexing and complicated causes, and often so engaged, and 
carrying them through, with a tenacity of purpose, a fideli- 
ty and ability, and I may add cheerfulness, that was truly re- 
markable. In some of the most difficult and important parts 
of the profession, 1 think Brother Hibbard excelled us all ; 
and indeed almost everyone that I ever saw engaged in the 
trial of causes. For instance, in the examination of witnesses, 
he would with infinite tact and skill elicit the facts from an 
honest witness, and with the same tact and skill confound 
and expose the liar. In his arguments too, he was brilliant, 
entertaining and witty, always carrying the jury along with 
him in a kind of pleased attention, even when he did not 
convince them, and he was always strong, convincing and 
effective, marshalling the testimony, and 'touching upon the 
salient points of his case with great skill and judgment. But 
after all, notwithstanding his brilliant qualifications as a 
lawyer, and he had many of them, it is not as a lawyer that 
we shall miss Brother Hibbard the most, but socially. Those 
of us, who were most intimate with him, know, that at our 
rooms, at the table, in the cars, and in fact everywhere, he 
was constantly bubbling over, with a kind of subtile wit and 
humor, peculiar to himself, very contagious, and very bright 
and cheering. It changed the atmosphere wherever he went. 
Many instances and examples of this could we relate if we 
chose, but it is unnecessary. Some of us, however, have 
this very term, recalled many pleasant recollections of him 
in this respect. His wit and humor too, was never biting and 
malignant, seldom even sarcastic, but was hearty, good-na- 
tured and cheerful. If it pleased the court, we might spend 
hours in recalling peculiar and remarkable characteristics of 
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Brother Hibbard, but I forbear. I may conclude by saying- 
that when he left us, there left us an able and upright law- 
yer, and a noble, kind-hearted and genial companion. And 
for myself I wish to add, that in his death I feel the loss of 
a dear and personal friend. Let us keep a bright place in 
our memory for him and cherish and imitate, so far as possi- 
ble, his noble and brilliant traits of character. It will cer- 
tainly render our life here more cheerful and happy and the 
better prepare us to follow him to that land, where we shall 
hope to be still more cheerful, and still more happy. 

Edward D. Rand, of Lisbon, said : 

May it please your Honor : It occurs to me that the 
resolutions presented by our Committee are expressed in lan- 
guage of great moderation. I certainly concur most heartily 
with all that is said in them. I have known Mr. Hibbard 
well ever since my first connection with the Grafton County 
Bar in 1855. I think I should be justified in saying that I 
had known him intimately, and I have always had a great 
admiration for him as a man of character and intellect. It 
strikes me that friends to the utmost precision of epithet 
might call him a great lawyer. This certainly would be high 
praise in his estimation, for I know well what, in his opinion, 
the expression would imply. I remember distinctly in a con- 
versation which I had with him several years ago, he said to me 
something like this : " When you call a man a great lawyer, 
you say about the best thing that can be said of his intellect." 
I remember differing with him a little upon this subject, 
thinking that he overestimated somewhat the qualities of 
mind which are needed for the making of a o^reat lawver. 
I allude to the conversation at this time, because it is a fitting 
introduction to what I desire to say of Mr. Hibbard — that 
his best talent was not that of a mere lawver. He was 
greater in society than he was at the bar ; indeed, he was a 
rare companion. He had in him a deep and rich vein of 
thought, which the purely literary man or poet might need 
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more than the hiwycr. But I must be brief. I can speak 
cahnly enough of Mr. Hibbard as a man of intellect, but 
when I come to speak of him as a friend, I am reminded of 
my loss — of my individual loss, and the individual loss of 
each member of the Grafton Bar ; and I also call to mind 
something better than my own poor words, with which to 
express that loss. Always, hereafter, in this world, I shall 
misa 

'* The touch of a vanished hand, 
And the sound of a voice that is still." 

Harry Bingham, of Littleton, spoke as follows : 
The prominent position held by Mr. Hibbard in this Bar 
makes the void created by his death very great. It is but 
yesterday that we saw him here, intent, earnest and absorb- 
ed in the labors of his profession. To-day he is gone on the 
long journey from which there is no return. The lesson of 
the hour we have often read before, but n^pver before have we 
read it under circumstances more impressive or been remind- 
ed more forcibly of the truth of the expression, " What 
shadows we are and what shadows we pursue." I never felt 
that I had any particular facility in the way of doing justice 
to an occasion like the present, and ordinarily, I should have 
been silent, but my acquaintance with Mr. Hibbard probably 
goes back to an earlier date than that of any other member 
of the Bar. I was born and reared . in the same neighbor- 
hood with him, being only five years his junior. We attended 
the same district school. My acquaintance with him began 
with my earliest recollections, and continued with uninterrupt- 
ed friendly relations until his death. I knew the family to 
which he belonged. He sprung from a race of people re- 
markable for their sincerity and earnestness of purpose. His 
father was a man of power and influence, somewhat stormy 
at times, but of sound judgment and uncompromising integ- 
rity. 
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His grandfather served in the army of the revolution 
from Bunker Hill to Yorktown, reared a numerous family of 
sons and daughters, flourished in a green old age and died 
almost a centenarian. Mr. Hibbard, inheriting the solid vir- 
tues of his ancestors, developed at an early age intellectual 
powers rarely possessed. Those who knew him only in the 
latter part of his life, when failing health compelled him to 
husband his strength to meet the inevitable labors of an ex- 
tensive professional practice, can have but an imperfect idea 
of the exuberant overflow of mental vitality that character- 
ized his youth and early manhood. At the very start he 
seemed to be the equal of the foremost political leaders of 
the time, and a match for the ablest of the veterans of the 
Bar, and he found himself the recipient of high political 
honors and in the enjoyment of a lucrative professional prac- 
tice at an age when most young men contemplating such a 
career are engaged in making preparation for it. He did 
not shim intellectual combat upon any field or with any an- 
tagonist. His active, fruitful and untiring mind was equal 
to all emergencies. He did not limit liimself to politics and 
the law. He tried his hand somewhat in the literary field, 
and successfully, so far as his efforts went. I remember 
some poetical compositions of his which attracted consider- 
able attention at the time, and were regarded as meritorious, 
but I think these efforts were for the most part, while he was 
a student, and were not continued after he entered upon liis 
business life. The memory of Mr. Hibbard, however, is as- 
sociated mainly with his services as a public man, and as a 
member of the legal profession. No stain rests upon his 
name in either capacity. As a public man he held responsi- 
ble positions, and when their duties were discharged, became 
again a private citizen, with his honor unsullied, and his 
integrity unsuspected. As a legal practitioner he fulfilled 
the liigh obligations of his profession with all fidelity to the 
court, as well as to his client. By his death we have lost a 
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man we could trust, and a leader we could safely follow. 
We can no longer have liis direct aid and assistance, but his 
example still lives and will remain to inspire and guide us, 
and those who shall come after us. 

His Honor, Judge Doe, spoke as follows : 
The court receive these most just and appropriate resolu- 
tions upon the death of Brother Hibbard, the testimonials of 
respect for his memory, and of the loss sustained by the Bar, 
the court, the county and the State, with a full appreciation 
of, and concurrence in the sentiments expressed. It is not 
easy to give stronger testimony of his private and public 
worth, than the profound regret expressed by all parties and 
classes when, near the close of Iiis life, he refiised to under- 
take judicial labor. It was felt that public services of the 
highest value were lost by his refusal. It was deeply felt 
that he would confer great honor upon the office which could 
confer no honor upon him. The universal regret was not a 
customary or formal tribute to the dead, but an unusual and 
extraordinary honor to the living. The encomium thus de- 
livered by the public in his life-time, was quite as emphatic 
and significant as any we can now utter. Justly as the 
public services to which he was called in earlier life, may be 
cited as proof of the estimation in which he was held, it may 
be of less weight than the earnest and saddened tone in 
which it was spontaneously declared throughout the State, 
that his refusal to accept duties for which he was so pre- 
eminently qualified, was a great public misfortune. His . 
appointment was nothing ; the lament of the whole community 
upon his declination, was an impressive eulogy from the 
highest authority, and such an one as is seldom pronounced. 
With this peculiar attestation of the general esteem, he has 
now passed on, a little before us, to the next stage of life. 
And here, on the field of his chief professional efforts, where 
we have all felt his power, and where his influence will long 
remain, it is fit that we, who of all the public had the best 
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means of appreciating him, should unite in this special tribute 
to his memory. 

It is ordered that the resolutions of the Bar be entered on 
the records of the court. 
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